Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy
N Z Greenway
Rl
FACT SHEET

The Rose Kennedy Greenway & Rose Kennedy Greenway Conservancy
(Updated March 2015)

The Rose Kennedy Greenway is a mile-and-a-half of contemporary parks in the heart of
Boston. This roof garden atop a highway tunnel was created by the largest infrastructure
project in U.S. history, the “Big Dig,” which reconnected the City to its waterfront. The 17-acre
Greenway welcomed 1,023,000 visitors in 2014 to its free programs, Wi-Fi, Carousel, and food
trucks plus millions more who casually enjoy the organically maintained lawns and gardens.

The Rose Kennedy Greenway Conservancy is a 501c3 non-profit organization and the
designated steward of the Rose Kennedy Greenway. The Conservancy maintains, programs,
and improves the Greenway on behalf of the public and in partnership with the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Since inception, the Conservancy has brought $30M+ in
private support to supplement ~$21M in public funds.

Greenway Parks:

A There are six Greenway parks: North End Park, Armenian Heritage Park, Wharf District
Park, Fort Point Channel Park, Dewey Square Park and Chinatown Park.

A Nearby major attractions include the Freedom Trail, Faneuil Hall-Quincy Market, New
England Aquarium, Harborwalk, Boston Children’s Museum, Tea Party Ships & Museum,
Institute of Contemporary Art/Boston, and the North End and Chinatown neighborhoods.

A The Greenway parks are open daily from 7AM to 11PM.

Accessibility:

A The Greenway is easily accessible by the T: the Red Line, Silver Line & Commuter Rail at
South Station; the Blue Line at the Aquarium; and the Orange & Green Lines at
Haymarket.

A The Greenway is wheelchair accessible.

Attractions and Amenities:

A The Greenway Carousel at the Tiffany & Co. Foundation Grove
The one-of-a kind Greenway Carousel, open from mid-April through December, is a new
Boston landmark. Based on the drawings of Boston schoolchildren, a local artist created 14
fanciful characters that are all native to the land, sea and sky of Massachusetts. Riders can
choose a seat on a grasshopper, sea turtle, skunk, barn owl, monarch butterfly or a sea
serpent, to name a few. The Carousel is considered New England’s most accessible ride for
adults and youth with physical or auditory disabilities. www.rfkgc.org/carousel

A 300 FREE programs and events
The Greenway hosts exercise classes, markets, art exhibitions and festivals for all ages and
the entire family. Signature events include: Boston Public Market Farmer’s Market, the
Greenway Open Market (from the producers of SOWA Open Market), the Greenway
Sessions Berklee Concert Series, the Boston Calling Block Parties, and the Boston Local
Food Fest. www.rfkgc.org/events

A Contemporary Public Art
The Greenway hosts free, innovative contemporary art exhibits on a rotating schedule. A
mural by artist Shinique Smith, presented in partnership with the Museum of Fine Arts,
currently fills the 78" by 70" Greenway Wall in Dewey Square Park; the mural changes
annually each fall. From May to October 2015, a monumental aerial sculpture from
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internationally renowned local artist Janet Echelman will be exhibited over the Greenway.
www.rfkgc.org/art

A Organically Maintained Grass and Gardens
The Conservancy is committed to organic landscape care, allowing everyone to play freely
and safely in our parks without the worry of harmful chemicals or pesticides. The Greenway
is Boston's only organically maintained public park and one of a handful in the United
States. The cornerstone of our award-winning program is our in-house organic compost
tea operation — brewing and applying 13,000 gallons of this all natural fertilizer annually to
1,800 trees, and our 8 acres of lawns and gardens. Currently, a bill is pending in the
Massachusetts Legislature to name the Greenway the Commonwealth’s “Official Organic
Public Park.” www.rfkgc.org/organics

A Fountains
Seven water features and fountains, including the signature Rings Fountain, are popular
places to cool off and splash around on hot summer days. The fountains are active daily
from late May — early October from 9AM-11PM.

A Greenway Mobile Eats
With dozens of food trucks and carts serving diverse food, snacks and drinks, the
“Greenway is a place to eat — and eat well” (Boston Globe) with “some of the best (food
trucks) in the country” (Seattle Times). www.rfkgc.org/food

A Free Wi-Fi
The Greenway is one of the largest free public Wi-Fi zones in Massachusetts.

A Innovative Solar-powered Soofa Bench
Designed by graduates of the MIT Media Lab, the Soofa bench, located in Fort Point
Channel Park, allows park visitors to charge their phone, tablets and laptops with the sun.

A Marking History
Interpretive markers and features throughout the Greenway tell Boston's history. A recent
addition is the Zipporah Potter Atkins Engraving in the North End Park, which marks the
17t Century site of the first Boston home, owned by an African-American woman. The
Freedom Trail of 16 historically significant sites crosses the North End Park.

Awards and Recognition

A 2014, 2013, 2012: The Conservancy was named Top-Rated Nonprofit by volunteers and
friends through greatnonprofits.org.

A 2013: Winner of Bostinno’s 50 on Fire for Arts & Entertainment.

A 2013: Os Gemeos mural on the Greenway Wall at Dewey Square Park selected as one of
the top 50 public art projects by 2013 Public Art Network Year in Review by Americans for
the Arts. (www.artsusa.org)

A 2013: Greenovate Award from Mayor Thomas F. Menino of Boston.

A 2012: Certified Wildlife Habitat designation (#161,957) from the National Wildlife
Federation.

How to Get Involved

A Volunteer: Our award-winning volunteer program offers 50+ annual opportunities for a
hands-on learning experience about organic gardening and more. Hundreds of volunteers
provide more than 3,000 hours of assistance annually. www.rfkgc.org/volunteer

A Donate: The non-profit Conservancy relies on support from the private sector to deliver a
world-class park. www.rfkgc.org/donate
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Greenway photos:

Chinatown Park

Dewey Square Park
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